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Please Read 
All tunes in this collection are fun to listen to, and are fun to play.  Many of the tunes are fiddle music 

with a Scottish flavour, or from Celtic cultures in general, but I include some music from the wider inter-

national community of fiddlers. (Of course, fiddlers have always “borrowed” any tune they liked, and 

made it their own.) 

In the main, no bowing (or very little bowing) has been suggested.  So that we might continue the tradi-

tions of Celtic cultures (to put things a bit loosely), bring your knowledge of bowing to your interpreta-

tion of these arrangements.  This is important, or things will sound “classical”.  Hmm. 

Fiddlers in Celtic cultures very rarely played in fiddle ensembles, and, indeed, most did not play in en-

sembles at all.  I know: I have interviewed all of them. Fiddling was a solo practice. 

But, playing in ensembles is a lot of fun.  And so, this music is unashamedly (1) arranged, (2) for ensem-

ble playing, and it (3) dips your toe into the river of tradition as we can enrich it today. 

The ensembles that might play this music might be trios, or much larger numbers of musicians, com-

plete with guitar and bass comps, with teams of fiddlers on each part, along with a wall of cellos.  

When several fiddlers play each line, coordinate your bowing and phrasing … or things will sound, well, 

messy. 

This music might be played in concerts to small and large gatherings, in social clubs, at festivals, etc, and 

even in busking activities. 

Modern arranging concepts infiltrate and inform this music. And so, many pieces have introductions, 

developed harmony parts and counter lines, and even obbligato solos. Much of this is innovative, (in the 

culture of fiddlers), and the music is therefore “experimental”, as together we learn what works, and 

what might inhibit good fiddling (and so some arrangements may need to be further refined); but let’s 

approach this experimenting as “good fun”. 

Enjoy. 

© graeme@cracklingsmarts.com  2017 

 

“A resource to support ensembles playing “Celtic” (and other) fiddle music.” 

Arrangements provide two fiddle lines, cello, guitar and other comping  

Instruments. 

Use and distribute  these arrangements without restriction, but please don’t 

say you wrote them. 

Listen on Soundcloud 

Audio files of most arrangements are available on Soundcloud.  Search for “Weaver MacFarlane”.  
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